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not only the Nash wall ... but the
‘Walls in Wheatfield’ vision.”

He said she really took to heart
the objective of establishing a
distinct identity for Wheatfield.

Kontak noted the Town of
Lockport was an inspiration to
her when the volunteers were
formulating the “Walls in Wheat-
field” concept.

“One day in 2019, we were
coming home from the Town
Hall in Lockport and we drove
by the corner of Transit and
Dysinger (roads). There, they
have two stone walls that read,
‘North Transit’ ” and a tagline
reads, “Historic Gateway Cor-
ridor,” she explained. “I had my
husband, (Tom), pull over and I
had to take pictures of this. And
I said, ‘We have to do that for our
wall.””

Tom and Rita are both involved
in the volunteer effort.

She said, prior to that, the
area at Nash and Niagara Falls
Boulevard had been planted
by the DOT around 2005 when
it widened that section of the
roadway. The plantings became
overgrown, and she and her hus-
band, along with a garden club,
worked to restore it, but even-
tually decided more volunteers
were needed.

“Our project had been to work
to get this as our gateway sign
into the town,” Kontak said.

She explained the thinking
was that a sign could provide
clarity to a confusing situation
created because Wheatfield
has four different ZIP codes,
yet doesn’t have its own unified
ZIP code. As a result, locations
and business addresses are mis-
identified as, for example, North
Tonawanda, Niagara Falls, San-
born or Lockport.

“The town, on two occasions
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in the past, appealed to the post
office for our own ZIP code,”
Kontak said. “And it came out as
a flat ‘no.” So we had to do some-
thing, and this is what we suc-
ceeded in doing.”

She said the wall that’s at Nash
and Niagara Falls Boulevard has
received good reviews.

“It has been overwhelmingly
praised and accepted ... and it’s
part of our mission to improve
the appearance of Niagara Falls
Boulevard,” Kontak said.

She praised volunteer group
member Julie Otto for decorat-
ing the wall for seasons and
holidays. She also gave credit
to both Melius Welding for
the sheaf of wheat design that
adorns the sign, and Cooper
Sign in the Town of Niagara for
the illuminated letters.

Doktor said that, simultane-
ously with the walls project, the
No. 1 objective of the Wheatfield
volunteer group is safety along
the Niagara Falls Boulevard cor-
ridor: “We’ve been lobbying for
years that we need a center turn
lane. We need intersection revi-
talization in the name of safety
improvements.” Other upgrades
sought include traffic signals
and pedestrian safety measures
to prevent further serious acci-
dents that have plagued that cor-
ridor for years.

He said the Wheatfield En-
hancement Volunteers wrote
letters and sought support from
other politicians to achieve the
goal: “I'd like to say that we
played a part in helping get that
process on the plan and ultimate-
ly start it this year.”
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NEW PROGRAMS

He said that, by the end of this
year, the DOT will add turning
lanes to all four points of both in-
tersections, at Ward and Witmer.
Then, in 2026, it will begin a sec-
ond project the group has been
lobbying for — adding a center
turn lane for a 2.1-mile stretch of

“The ‘Walls in Wheatfield’
concept is really just an ex-
pression of our pride and our
love for the community in
which we live, and we hope
that feeling is contagious with
all of our residents, when it’s
done,” he said.
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a Great Place to Work!

H.W. Bryk & Sons is a full service plumbing and HVAC
company servicing residential and commercial accounts.

HIRING PART-TIME & FULL-TIME

» Experienced HVAC & Plumbing « Service Techs « Estimator
+ Operations Managers + Administrative Assistant - Dispatchers
Benefits: Service truck, tools, uniforms, boots, benefit package with
health and retirement with full vesting upon enrollment,
paid vacations, paid holidays & more!
A true family-friendly workplace!

Call 716-297-2901 for confidential interview or
Apply at: twarren@hwbrykandsons.com

Niagara Falls Boulevard from Sy
Road to Mavis Road.
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June 14th and July 13th @ 6pm

- Doors open at 5:30pm
- Hosted by our Surgeons
- Informative presentation
- See a LIVE ZEISS SMILE procedure
- Refreshments provided by My Tomato Pie
- Get a FREE LASIK EVALUATION
just for attending ($150.00 value)

WIN A FREE ZEISS SMILE PROCEDURE
All who attend LASIK Open House get their name
entered to win. No purchase necessary.

This event is held at our Amherst Location
2825 Niagara Falls Boulevard, Suite 130
Ambherst, NY 14228

Call to Reserve seats or register online
1-800-309-2020 * www.fichte.com
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